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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 
13th, 2002, and the time is 1:15 p.m., and this is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City of New 
York. I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter 
Joseph Petrassi of Engine 65 in the quarters of Engine 
65. 

Q. Joe, just tell us the events as you recall 
them of September 11th. 

A. Okay. On the 11th, at approximately 9:00 
o'clock a.m., we got the ticket for the World Trade 
Center. I believe it was the first fifth alarm. We 
went up to the west side and proceeded to go to the 
Trade Center. We could see the fire when we hit the 
West Side Highway. You could see it from the rig. We 
continued up and our chauffeur dropped us off at West 
Street and Vesey. We got off, we grabbed our roll-ups, 
grabbed an extra bottle and we went into the north 
tower. 

At the north tower there was a Chief that 
directed the Lieutenant to take his men and work his 
way up, and that's pretty much what we did. We started 
heading up. 


Q. Did you walk or take the elevator? 
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A. No, we walked. We had our roll-ups and 
bottles and we walked up, and I believe it was around 
the 20th floor that we stopped to take a breather. I'm 
not sure if it was at the 20th floor or 22nd, that's 
unclear, but we felt a shake, the building shake, and 
things just started getting like different. A little 
bit after that the Lieutenant said, well, we've got to 
make our way down, and we pretty much took whatever 
people were in the stairway, came down with them. 

Q. Were there many people in the stairs? 

A. Yes, the stairs were pretty full. 

Q. Coming up and going down? 

A. Going down. Well, when we were going up, 
people were coming down. But I think when we started 
coming down, it seemed like there was maybe a little 
more urgency to it. That was it. We made our way down 
to the lobby. The lobby looked 1ike it was blown out, 
like the elevator doors. We came out of the building 
and we were looking up and the tower seemed to blow 
out, but it was on fire, and the Lieutenant said to run 
and we ran north up West Street. You could the feel 
the stuff hitting you on the back as you were running. 
It felt like it was right behind you. I just dove 


under a truck or some apparatus or something. I 
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remember diving, but I couldn't even tell you what it 
was. Then everything went pitch black, everything went 
silent. I was disoriented. I didn't know where I 

was. I really didn't know what was going on. It took 
a couple of minutes to get my thoughts. Then I started 
calling out to the company. I was calling out anybody 
from the company. Eventually, we got together and we 
found each other. That was it. We went to the area. 
We were directed by some Chief to go north, to keep 
going north, and we were ordered to stay there. 

Q. Okay. When you were in the lobby, is there 
anybody that you recognized that you knew or a company 
that was still in the lobby? 

A. That I personally saw, no. But there were 
guys that did see them. I had mentioned at the time 
that -- 

Q. Do you know what company? 

A. 2 Truck, Captain Ill. I think he might have 
been like on the 7th floor, that somebody had mentioned 
that as we were going down they had called to him. 

Just from hearing guys from other companies who told me 
they had seen a couple guys from 2 in the lobby. But I 
personally can't -- I don't remember specifically 


seeing anyone that I could say that I saw them exactly 


J. PETRASSTI 


where. 
Q. Okay. Is that it? 
A. Yes. 
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 


1:20 and this concludes the interview. 


